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As we celebrate the Christmas Season this year, the familiar words from Luke
chapter two are still fresh in our minds:

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,

which is Christ the Lord!

The city of David, the small town of Bethlehem, birthplace of King David and the
birthplace of the King of Kings, is situated outside of the city of Jerusalem. Some of you
may have even had the opportunity to visit there and see the Church of the Holy Nativity
that marks the traditional place where Jesus was born. One thing you may not know is the
translation of the Hebrew word OBetréhem.(Bethlehem literally means House of
Bread. The small town may have earned its name because of the fertile area west of town
where wheat, barley, and olives were grown.

In 1887, in Southwest Detroit, Bethlehem Lutheran Church was founded. West
Bethlehem has served the community in Southwest Detroit for more than 120 years. In
1912, the church had more than 2000 members and a day school with almost 300 students!
In the mid 1920’s, Bethlehem began to see a significant decrease in membership as many
members transferred to congregations in the suburbs of Detroit. In recent years, only a few
members remained, faithfully coming together for worship every Sunday morning.

This past summer, LATINO was approached by a medical doctor who has a dream
for an Urgent Care, Clinic, and Imaging Center in Southwest Detroit. His desire was to
purchase LATINO’s storefront ministry building (which was formerly a bakery), together
with the adjacent parking lot and storefront, to make his dream of serving the people of
Southwest Detroit a reality. The sale of the storefront ministry building was not a part of
LATINO’s ministry plan, but the Lord is always ready and “able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think,” (Ephesians 3:20).

And so we return to a place called Bethlehem, the House of Bread. With the
support of the remaining members of West Bethlehem and the support of the Michigan
District, LATINO and the mission congregation Iglesia Luterana Pan De Vida (Bread of
Life Lutheran Church ) have a new Southwest Detroit ministry center at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church and School! Bethlehem is less than two miles from the storefront location.

We ask that you keep this transition in your prayers. The members of Bethlehem
are excited about the transition, but at the same time, it is not easy for them to say
“Goodbye” to a place that has been, for some, their lifelong church home. LATINO will
also be faced with many opportunities and challenges as the potential for new ministry
multiplies at this new location.

If you would like to be a part of this ministry with your prayers and support, please
visit www.LATINOMission.org, email info@LATINOMission.org, or call LATINO at
313-841-2377 for more details.

LATINO invites you to celebrate with us and be a part of the Worship Service of
Dedication and Reaffirmation on April 27, 2008 at 3:00 PM at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church. The celebration will include a bilingual worship service, tours of the new
facilities, fun, food, and opportunities to partner with LATINO in many ways.




