LATINO MissioN SocleTY

Lutheran Action Team Improving Native (Hispanic/Latino) Outreach

Transition Of Ministry Comes To Pass

April 27, 2008 marked an historic date in the ministry of the LATINO Mission
Society and West Bethlehem Lutheran Church. On that day, the members of
Bethlehem relinquished the ministry and heritage of the congregation to
LATINO. Bethlehem has faithfully served the Southwest Detroit community
since 1887 and will now continue to serve the predominately Hispanic
population under the guidance of the Lord and the leadership of LATINO. “It is
a miracle how all of this has come together,” commented Deaconess Teresita
Rodriguez, Mission Director of LATINO. “I have seen God’s hand in the entire
process of the transition, and we are certain that He has great plans for ministry
and outreach from this place.”

NEWS
RELEASE

04/27/2008 The transition of ministry took place in a bilingual service of rededication
attended by 250 people. The service began with the singing of the processional
hymn Lift High The Cross, singing alternate verses in English and Spanish.
Miss Elaine Pauli served as the organist. She is a retired Lutheran school
teacher and daughter of Bethlehem. Rev. Roosevelt Gray, Mission Director,
Urban/Cross Cultural and Campus Ministries for the Michigan District, shared
an inspiring message of mission and outreach in English.

LATINO At that point in the service, the transition took place. Members of Bethlehem

MISSION SOCIETY brought forward various symbols of the Word and Sacrament ministry of the
congregation—the altar Bible, the processional cross, the altar paraments, the

Ml S sion communion ware, the keys to the church, and the gift of an endowment fund. As

they came forward, members of Bethlehem and Iglesia Luterana Pan De Vida
en BelZn(Bread of Life Lutheran Church at Bethlehem) gathered around the
altar for prayer, in English and Spanish, rededicating and asking for the Lord’s
continued blessing on the church and ministry.

Statement

Bringing the
message of

Eternal Life in The transition was followed by the reaffirmation of ministry of Deaconess
Jesus Christ to Teresita and Rev. Gregory Lorenz, LATINO’s Executive Director. The officiant
was Rev. Benito Perez, Pastor of Hospital de Alma, Leisure City, FL,
representing the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Hispanic Convention. His

in Michigan wife, Deaconess Jessie Perez, also participated in the service as crucifer and
serves at Concordia Lutheran Church, Miami, FL. Pastor Perez and Deaconess
Jessie are also Deaconess Teresita’s brother-in-law and sister.

Hispanics/Latinos

After the transition took place, the second half of the service was all in Spanish.
A mariachi band led the music and singing. Rev. Lorenz shared a message of
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mission and outreach in Spanish along with prayers and the final blessing.

Following the worship service, the mariachi band led the worshipers from the church building to the
LATINO Ministry Building (formerly Bethlehem Lutheran School) for an open house including
refreshments and entertainment provided by the mariachi group and also a Mexican traditional folk
dance team. Visitors were able to tour the building and see first-hand the plans and potential for
ministry.

“I am so excited to have the opportunity to serve this community,” said Rev. Lorenz. “Recently, I
attended a parents’ meeting next door at Maybury Elementary School (Detroit Public School). Of the
100 or so parents at the meeting, 90% were Hispanic. God has blessed us with a mission field to start
with in our back yard. We have already begun Sunday morning worship. We are looking forward to an
exciting Vacation Bible School this summer. Beginning in September, we will begin an Arts Academy
which will provide adult and after school programs and activities such as music, dance, computers,
tutoring, etc. as we reach out with Christ’s love.”

Please keep the ministry of LATINO in your prayers. If you would like to volunteer or support the
ministry, visit www.LATINOMission.org or call us at 313-841-2377.
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